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Student Observation: Reflection and SIOP Considerations


The student observation assignment brings to light the need to respond to the specific need of Pablo, along with his classmates, to have the content delivered to him in a comprehensible way, taking his Spanish and English language abilities into consideration.  The Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol is a method that can be used to respond to this need.  Identifying how elements of this model are working and identifying where they may not be being used can give ideas of what can be done to improve the educational experiences of English learners.


In regards to Preparation, at the beginning of the unit the students rate the learning targets according to how well they already grasp individual concepts.  However, objectives are not posted for the students to reference on a daily basis. The names of concepts do not always stick with us in math because we think of the concepts in terms of numbers and formulas.  Posting the concept or a summary statement would allow students to develop a mental map of concepts to their names, which would in turn enable them to communicate better about the topic.


To Build Background, Maria uses how each student rated his familiarity of the learning targets to make adjustments in her lessons according to the needs indicated by the ratings.   Comprehensible Input is, in my opinion, more inherent in math than in other subjects because the students have the numbers, mathematical symbols, and formulas that they know and understand, depending on the level of math they achieved in their native language.  In this way, when the teacher writes various problems on the overhead, what’s written acts as a translator for what the teacher is saying about it.  Hands-on experiences is another important aspect of Comprehensible Input that Maria has achieved in various ways such as completing the square, a mathematical concept, using physical, colored tiles.


In terms of Strategies, Maria has demonstrated scaffolding in the form of paraphrasing student responses.  When the student felt comfortable, she first asked him to rephrase what he said.  After his second attempt, which was different from his first (kudos to both of them), she re-stated the sentence in a more accurate way.  Other Strategies are learning strategies and modeling how to find out what’s really important and summarize.  This speaks directly to word problems, which are challenging to interpret even to native English speakers, and even more so to English learners.  Scaffolding is needed for word problems, and might include adapting the problem to simplify the language or making it a point to read over the problem together in class to help the students understand it better before they take it home to solve it.


Interaction is theme on a daily basis.  As Maria teaches she frequently probes the class for assistance in solving problems or stating definitions.  The students work together in pairs on a regular basis.  In Pablo’s case, his partner is an Asian student, so he must speak in English to collaborate.  Also in pairs or sometimes in groups of three the students work together to create a presentation of a problem, that includes various observations about the problem.  This is Practice and Application that covers content and language development because it requires them to use academic language to give their observations.


The students do a warm-up problem every day, which is a part of the overall Lesson Delivery.  The class then goes over the problem together.  Again, student objectives are not revisited with much frequency, but are dealt with more on a per unit basis.  Maria assesses student progress frequently.  Asking for student input as she is instructing also gives her insight into how well the students comprehend.  Review and Assessment give the teacher the ability to provide valuable feedback to the students.  Maria did this when the students were supposed to write down a number of observations about their graphs for their presentations.  However, the observations were written poorly and somewhat inaccurately.  To provide feedback for this, the next day Maria posted written observations that she had made under each graph so that the students could copy them down.  This gave them a chance to contrast what they had written with what she wrote.

